Introduction.
This chapter focuses on the discovery of the Major Histocompatibility Complex (MHC) in mice (H-2) and in humans (HLA), and on the role played by the International HLA Workshops in the analysis and characterization of this complex genetic system. The early days of Tumour Immunology and the importance of the definition of Tumour Associated Transplantation Antigens (TATA) are also discussed. Today we know that tumour cells can be killed by T lymphocytes by recognizing tumour antigenic peptides presented by MHC molecules and they can also escape this recognition by losing the expression of MHC molecules. This important phenomenon has been profoundly studied for many years both in my lab in Granada and in other laboratories. The results of this research have important implications for the new generation of cancer immunotherapy that boosts T cell responses. A historical perspective of major discoveries is presented in this chapter, with the names of the scientists that have made a significant contribution to the enormous progress made in the field of Tumour Immunology.